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SUPPORT 
 
Background: Senate Bill 1, (SB1), would, with a few specific exceptions, 
prohibit someone from carrying, wearing or transporting a gun on someone 
else’s property without the express permission of that person. It also prohibits a 
person from knowingly carrying, wearing or transporting a gun within 100 feet 
of a place of public accommodation. 

 
Written Comments: The Baltimore Jewish Council is dedicated to helping to 
ensure safety at Baltimore area synagogues, Jewish facilities, and places of 
worship for all faiths. Since 9/11, our community has dedicated extraordinary 
resources – time, money and training – to significantly enhance security. 
Grants from the federal and state governments have helped make substantial 
physical improvements, from new fences and cameras to tougher window 
coverings and more secure points of entry and provided for on-sight security 
personnel. We have seen synagogues and other institutions invest hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in hiring personnel – both armed and unarmed – to ensure 
there is professional protection as needed. The BJC’s director of security has 
coordinated with local, state and federal law enforcement to provide multiple 
trainings on such topics as how to respond to active shooter situations or bomb 
threats, and he has worked with our partners to develop a state-of-the-art alert 
system using phone, text and email. 

 
The BJC does not support weakening amendments that would allow for 
exemptions to religious institutions. We believe that professional, well-trained 
protection is far preferable to allowing members of congregations, even if they 
have concealed carry permits, to bring firearms to places of worship. We need 
fewer firearms in our churches, synagogues, and mosques, not more.  
 
 

The Baltimore Jewish Council, a coalition of central Maryland Jewish organizations and 
congregations, advocates at all levels of government, on a variety of social welfare, economic 

and religious concerns, to protect and promote the interests of the Associated Jewish 
Community Federation of Baltimore, its agencies and the Greater Baltimore Jewish 

community. 
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